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Summary.

A survey of Odonata (Dragonflies and Damselflies) and Orthoptera (Grasshoppers and Crickets) at
Lynchmere Common LNR was carried out in 200 I with visits being made from mid July to mid

September.

Lynchmere Common is situated just south west of Haslemere in the north west of West Sussex, next to
the border with Hampshire. It is centered on SO 870,310 and is in two separate parts. It is a mosaic of
long acid grassland, deciduous woodland and heathland regenerating on cleared woodland. There are
no streams on the Common and the only water bodies are one or two small ponds within Birch

woodland.

No Odonata species were found to be breeding on the LNR as conditions are not suitable. The only
records refer to common species that were feeding in the area.

Lynchmere Common is a rich site for Orthoptera with nine species being recorded and a further five
almost certainly present. Three scarce species were recorded. Two colonies of Bog Bush-cricket, one
colony of Roesel's Bush-cricket and Woodland Grasshopper was found to be widespread over the

LNR Also, Long-winged Cone-head is present in at least two areas.

Bog Bush-crickets prefer damp areas of long grass and low scrub and occurred in areas of Purple
Moor grass on the LNR Roesel's Bush-cricket prefers areas of long grass and low scrub in open
sunny areas. It has recently extended its range southwards through Surrey, but is still very rare in
Sussex. Woodland Grasshopper prefers open areas and glades within woodland, especially areas of
recent coppice. Long-winged Cone-head used to be scarce in Sussex:, but has increased its range in the

past IO years and is now widespread and fairly common.

The best management for the site would be to clear woodland from parts of the pond and extend it to
make it suitable for breeding dragonflies and damselflies and to maintain the mosaic of habitats by
preventing scrub invading woodland glades, the grasslands and damp patches, keeping some bare
ground in the heathy areas and creating a grading of vegetation from short grass through longer grass
and scrub into woodland along woodland edges and rides.



Introduction and methodology.

I was commissioned, by the Lynchmere Commons Society, to survey Lynchmere Common LNR for
Odonata (Dragonflies and Damselflies) and Orthoptera (Grasshoppers and Crickets) during the
summer of2001. Visits were timed to cover the months of the year when all species that may occur on
the site, can be found as adults. In the early part of the year, restrictions to the countryside were
imposed due to the outbreak of Foot and Mouth disease. Consequently, visits were made from mid
July to mid September.

Lynchmere Common is situated just south west of Has Ie mere in the north west of West Sussex, next to
the border with Hampshire (see Map I). It is centered on SU 870,3 10 and is in two separate parts.
One is a smaller area of deciduous woodland with open heath regenerating in an area of cleared
woodland. This lies immediately south of Camelsdale at SU 883,317. The other area is larger and lies
just south of the B2131 between Haslemere and Liphook at SU 860,310. It consists of deciduous
woodland, open heath and large areas of acid grassland. There are no streams on the Common and
the only water bodies are one or two small ponds within Birch woodland.

Lynchmere Common is divided into 12 management compartments (see Map 2). On each visit the
whole site was walked and notes were taken on the occurrence and abundance of Odonata and
Orthoptera species seen and heard in each of the management compartments. Most of the survey was
done by listening for stridulations of Orthoptera as I slowly walked the site. The pond was checked for
Odonata, but all Odonata records were of individuals that were flying elsewhere on the Common. One
or two quick searches were made for arboreal Orthoptera by beating the branches of trees and shrubs.
For any scarce species the extent of area that they occurred in was mapped.

Visits were made in warm, sunny weather when the Odonata were most likely to be flying and the
Orthoptera were most likely to be stridulating (singing). Some records ofOdonata made by Mike Grey
in June and early July 2001 have been included.

The results are shown as an annotated species list that details the abundance of each species over the
whole site. Basic ecological requirements and national and local status is given for each species.
Additional information of relevance is also given here. Any relevant management recommendations
are given for the rarer species and a summary of management recommendations is given in the final
section of this report. Maps to show the position and extent of colonies are also given for the scarce
species. A table showing the species present in each management compartment is given. A section
detailing those species that are likely to be present, but were not noted, as they are difficult to find, is
also included.

The following explains the national status categories:-. RDBI Endangered Occurs in 5 or fewer 10km squares in Britain.
. RDB2 Vulnerable Considered likely to become endangered.. RDB3 Rare Occurs in 6-15 10km squares in Britain.. RDB4 Out of Danger Back from the brink - numerically lor 3.
. RDB5 Endemic Occurs only in Britain. Numerically lor 3.
. Notable/Na Occurs in 16-30 10km squares in Britain
. Notable/Nb Occurs in 31-100 10km SQuares in Britain



Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula delJressa

National Status Common

A common species in Sussex. Adults fly from mid May until early August with the highest numbers
in late June and early July. Breeds in small to medium water bodies such as ponds and ditches with
sparse aquatic and bankside vegetation. The larvae require shallow water with an open, muddy base
and do not tolerate running water or stony substrates. After emergence the adults feed up along
hedgerows and woodland edges, sometimes well away from water, for a week or two. They then return
to the breeding sites and remain there, although they will occasionally wander.

There was one record of a female in compartment 8 on 4th June. This is most likely to be a recently
emerged adult, which is feeding up before breeding. They are not likely to breed on Lynchmere
Common as the ponds are very shaded and they prefer sunny water that will warm up quickly.

Common Darter SvmJJetrum striolatum

CommonNational Status

A very common species in Sussex. Adults fly from late June to November with the highest numbers in
August and September. Breeds in a wide range of waterbodies from small ponds to large lakes. They
can breed in slow-flowing water, such as large rivers, and can tolerate all but shaded and polluted
sites. Adults spend most of their tinle at the breeding sites.

There was one record of a female in compartment 5 on 3rd July. This is most likely to be a recently
emerged adult that is wandering in search of a suitable breeding area. Common Darters are unlikely
to breed on Lynchmere Common as the ponds are too shaded.



that are open and sunny, such as rough ungrazed downland turf, meadows, roadside verges, coastal
reed beds and saltmarsh, heath land and large rides and clearings in woodland.

Uncommon at Lynchmere. Two colonies of Long-winged Cone-head were found. One in compartment
4 in an area of Purple Moor-grass (which also holds a colony of Bog Bush Cricket) and another in
compartment 11 amongst long grass and Bramble scrub on the edge of a heathy area. On one date a
single was heard Stridulating in compartment 6 near its boundary with compartment 5 in an area of
long grass. This may indicate another colony. Their Stridulation is quite high pitched, easily drowned
out by background noise and so they can easily be missed. It is possible that some small colonies were
missed especially in areas next to the roads. The location and extent of all colonies and the singleton
are indicated on Maps 6, 7 and 8.

Exact ecological requirements for this species are unknown, but it seems to prefer any areas of long
grass and scrub. The best management would probably be to ensure that areas of long grass and scrub
remain and are not grazed too short or taken over by Heather or woodland. It is also important to
ensure that the areas do not become too wooded and shaded. Cutting some areas once every few years,
to prevent trees becoming established, is likely to benefit this species. The cutting should take place
late in the year, in October or November, once this species has laid eggs.

Woodland Grasshopper Omocestus rufilJes

Notable/NbNational Status

A scarce species in Sussex. where the Wealden woodlands are one of its British strongholds. Nymphs
emerge in late April and May and adults can be found from June to October. This species prefers open
glades, meadows and wide rides set within woodland and prefers open, sunny situations. It appears
not to tolerate woodlands being totally cleared and developing into grassland. It can become very
common where woodland is cleared, such as in coppiced areas, but then declines as the coppice grows
up and becomes shaded again.

A widespread and fairly common species at Lynchmere. It occurs in all of the open grassy areas on
the main body of the common, although none were found in compartment 5. Colonies were also found
in glades and open areas within the wooded parts of compartments 1 and 2. None were found in
compartments 11 and 12 on Marley Common.

The Common Green and the Woodland Grasshoppers have stridulation patterns that are extremely
similar and they are also quite evasive and difficult to view. The main difference in the stridulation is
that Common Green will often continue for over 15 seconds while the Woodland stridulates for up to
about 12 seconds. However Common Green will often stridulate for less than 15 seconds and this
makes identification between the two very difficult and the most reliable method of identification is to
view them. For these reasons some colonies of Woodland Grasshopper may have been missed, for
instance in compartment 5.

The best management for this species is probably to maintain some glades within the woodland areas
or even to coppice some small areas of woodland and to keep woodland rides wide and sunny. The
best areas to coppice would be areas on the edge of the woodland, perhaps where Birch has recently
invaded or areas adjacent to existing glades where colonies of Woodland Grasshopper exist as they
can then easily colonise these coppiced areas. It is important that these areas are not turned into large
areas of permanent grassland or heath, but also that they do not revert to permanent woodland. It is
also important that woodland edges and edges of glades and rides are managed so that they grade
&om short grass through longer grass, scrub and thickets to woodland.

Common Green Grasshopper Omocestus virdulus

National Status Common

A common and widespread species throughout Sussex. Nymphs emerge in April and May and adults
can be found from mid June to October. It prefers coarse grass in moist situations and is numerous on



Uncommon and scarce at Lynchmere Common with small colonies only being found in compartments
10 and lIon areas with bare ground.

Creating bare ground or allowing areas to become bare ground would be beneficial to this species.

Common Earwil! Fortlcula auricularia

National Status Common

An abundant and widespread species occurring throughout Sussex. Eggs are laid in an underground
nest over the winter. The female stays in the nest looking after the them. The eggs hatch in early
spring and the young stay with the female for a short time. They then disperse and become adult in
July. Thus adults occur from July until the following spring. This species requires permanent cover,
even if it is just crevices in low vegetation. It occurs in coarse, scrubby vegetation such as hedgerows,
scrub, heaths, gardens and woodland. It is infrequent in arable land and dry heaths.

Found only in compartment 8, but likely to occur throughout Lynchmere Common. Earwigs do not
stridulate and are best surveyed for by searching. The time limits of the survey did not allow for any
lengthy searches. Two individuals were beaten from a small Oak tree in compartment 8.



This species does not stridulate and so is difficult to detect unless searched for.

It is very likely that Common Groundhoppers occur commonly over all of the wooded parts of

Lynchmere Common.

Duskv Cockroach &tobius lalJlJonicus

Notable/NbNational Status

Uncommon and mostly found in the western half of West Sussex with a few colonies in the middle of
Sussex. Nymphs can be found throughout the year and adults are present from the end of May to early
September. This species requires warm, sheltered localities. It prefers areas of scrub and is found in
woodland rides and clearings, scrubby heathland and to a lesser extent on scrub invaded chalk

grassland.

This species does not stridulate and so is difficult to detect unless searched for.

Although Dusky Cockroach is not widespread in Sussex, Lynchmere Common is within the area of
Sussex that it is found and the habitat is suitable. It is fairly likely that Dusky Cockroach is present in
the rides and clearings of the wooded parts of Lynchmere Common and around the scrubby woodland

edges.



Table to show presence of species of Orthoptera for each compartment.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Long-winged Cone-head * * *
Bog Bush-cricket * *
Roesel's Bush-cricket *
Common Green * * * * * * *
Woodland Grasshopper * * * * * *
Mottled Grasshopper * *
Field Grasshopper * * * * * * * * *
Meadow Grasshopper * * * * * * * * *
Common Earwig *



One male seen in compartments 5 and lOon 14th August.

Large White Pieris brassicae

Two seen in compartment lOon 14th August.

Green Woodoecker Picus viridis

One in compartment 6 and one in compartment lOon 14th August.

Great-spotted Woodpecker DendrocoDus major

One in compartment 10 on 14th August.

Stonechat Saxicola torauata

One male seen in compartment 8 on 16th July.
One male seen in compartment 6 on 14th August.


















