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Addendum to the Bat Assessment of Lynchmere Commons
INTRODUCTION

& AIMS

An initial appraisal of bat activity on the Lynchmere Commons was carried out in
2001. Two evening surveys were carried out in August of that year which
identified at least four species of bats using the site. (45khz Pipistrelle, Water
[Daubenton's] bat, Natterer's bat and Long-eared bat)
As the initial survey was only based on a very limited survey period The
Lynchmere Society commissioned further survey work to assess use in the earlier
part of the year.
The aim of this further survey was therefore:

"To increase knowledge of bat use of Lynchmere Commons with particular
reference to spring and mid summer activity.
SURVEY METHODOLOGY

& UMITATIONS

The evening surveys were carried out using the same methodology as in 2001
The surveys were carried out on the evenings of 18 May and 21 July 2002. In
May Standley Common and the southern part of Lynchmere Common was
surveyed; in July Marley Common and the northern section of Lynchmere
Common was visited.
It should be born in mind that different species of bat leave their roosts at
different times. Noctule soon after sunset, pipistrelles & serotines about 20 to 30
minutes after sunset, Natterer's bats roughly 30 minutes after sunset and water
bats about 40 minutes after sunset. Peak of bat activity usually occurs in the hour
or so immediately after bats leaving the roost. Thus activity recorded will be
expected to vary with time during the evenings survey even if all areas are of
similar value.

SURVEY RESULTS
In 2002 (as in 2001) the vast majority of bats encountered were 45 khz
pipistrelles. (One call of a distant 55 khz pipistrelle was recorded on 21 July at
the southern edge of compartment 11 although this was possibly to be from a bat
not on the common).
One further species was confirmed for the site, single Serotines were
encountered in both May and July surveys.
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Myotid bats were again recorded, identifying this genus to species level using bat
detectors is difficult as all species have similar echolocation calls; both water bat
and Natterer's bats were probably encountered.

No long-eared bats were recorded during 2002 this is almost certainly due to
their quiet calls rather than loss of this species from the site.
In both surveys but especially during the May visit it was noted how little bat
activity there was on the commons. On the open heathland there was no bat
activity at all. Less activity than the August surveys of 2001 was to be expected
as no young will have been flying in May. The bad weather in June 2002
appears to have delayed pregnancy in many species of bat this year and even by
21 st July few young were flying. Even so the quietness of the open commons was
remarkable.
Also remarkable was the continuing lack of records of Noctules. This species has
a very loud call, emerges early often in good light and flies long distances to its
foraging areas, thus it is easily detected. Most ultra sonic detector surveys record
the species even if it is just a brief fly over. The lack of records in both years
suggest Noctules are not using the commons to any great extent although I would
expect further surveys to eventually record the species.

SPECIESACCOUNTS
45 khz (Common) Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus
National status: widespread I common, national BAP priority 11
The 45 khz pipistrelle was again located in small numbers in most woodland
areas across the sites. In May the eastern edge of compartment 3 adjacent to
the pasture was again productive. Most remarkable this evening was the
complete lack of records from the open heath and large sections of pine
woodland.
In July the species was observed feeding in the canopy of mature pines at the
northern end of section 11, but with just the occasional encounter elsewhere.
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One recording of this species was made from the road just to the south of
compartment 11. However the bat was distant and probably off the area in the
ownership of the Society. This years surveys confirm the absence of this species
from the heathlands, in itself remarkable for such a common and widespread bat.
However initial studies into the distribution of this species appear to indicate it
favours waterside locations. Other heathland studies have also produced similar
results, a dominance of P. pipistrel/us over P. pygmaeus.

Brown long-eared Bat Plecotus auritus
National status: widespread I common
Not encountered during this years survey. I now doubt the 2001 record for the
roads south of compartment 11 see the account for serotine below. Lack of
records is unlikely to indicate loss of this species or even substantialty lower
activity of this species during spring than summer. Long-eared bats use very
quiet echo-location calls and are frequently not detected at all by echo location
surveys.
Natterer's Bat Myotis nattererii

National status: widespread I frequent,
A single recording along the path between sections 4/5 in May and several bats
inside the mature pine stand at the northern end of section 4 recorded in July
were probably this species. On this latter occasion the bats were probably
feeding on small moths that were much in evidence.
Both these sites are close to the compartment 3 where this species was found
last year. The frequency of recordings in both years and across the seasons
strongly suggest a colony of Natterer's bats are resident nearby and regularly
using the commons.
A recent guide to the conservation of Natterer's bats points to the importance of
semi-natural woodland and pasture for foraging, with mature trees and old barns
required for roost sites. The broad leaved woodland areas on the commons
identified in 2001 as important to bats are clearly prime habitat for this species.
However in 2002 the majority of myotid bat recordings were made in the pine
woodland. This is not typical habitat for Natterer's bat but is similar to a Sussex
site for Bechstein's bat. This latter species is a great rarity but bearing in mind
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the difficulty in separating myotid bats by echo location calls confusion with this
or other myotis species is possible.
Water (Daubenton's) Bat Myoiis daubentonii

National status:widespreadI common,
Three recordings of a Myotis bat that were made in July along the track at the
southern side of compartment 8 were most likely this species. This may have
been a group of bats but is just as likely to have been just one curious bat
feeding in the woodland fringe. Interestingly this was very dose the spot where a
Serotine was recorded in May.
Serotine Eptesicus serotinus

National status:Restricted!frequentI local BAPpriority species
Although apparently spreading its range across Europe and possibly this UK this
bat is still largely restricted to S. England with Hampshire, Surrey and Kent
providing a concentration of colonies. Even here it is subject to much concern
due to declining numbers with many long established colonies declining or
disappearing altogether. A recent estimate has suggested that there may only be
in the region of 10 colonies in Hampshire with a similar number in Surrey.
It is a large species with broad wings adapted to slow agile flight and like the
Natterer's bat will "glean" picking non flying prey such as moths, caterpillars and
beetles off foliage or the ground. Serotines are known from other old heathlands
that have been colonised by pine woodlands e.g. around Frensham Ponds. It
also is often associated with parkland and pastures.

Serotines are well known for using houses with slate roofs for maternity roost
sites and specialising in larger prey. Reasons for their apparent dedine in the UK
are unclear but maybe due to house renovation work but more likely is the affect
of land management changes and continuing use of pesticides leading to loss of
larger insects and beetles. The use of ivermectins to treat stock such as cattle
and horses for parasites is believed to be having an effects these pesticides
appear to be persistent in animal dung and are reducing numbers of dung
beetles and chafers, both important food items in a serotines diet.
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A Serotine was recorded in May at the southern section of Compartment 8 and in
July one was recorded and seen commuting from the north onto the western side
of Compartment 11 (Marley Common). In 2001 I was not familiar with this
species. After re examining recordings made last year I am now confident, that a
bat recorded on 31. August and at first determined as a long eared and later
considered Natterer's was in fact a Serotine.
It is likely that a colony is using the commons as part of their regular feeding
area.
HABITAT VALUE
The comments in the initial 2001 report on the impact of heathland management
are still considered valid. A new pond appears to have been created at the
northern end of compartment 4, this will be of benefit to bats although it appears
that an old tree has been lost in the creation of this pond. The loss of old trees
such as this should be avoided wherever possible.
Compartments 3, northern section of 4, and 5 form a central woodland block. The
results form 2002 reinforce this section as holding the greatest value for bats on
the site.
The birch and broad leaved woodland areas appears to have greater value than
the pine dominated woodland. The woodland fringe on the southern side of
compartment 8 has records for pipistrelle, water bat and serotine. Likewise the
roads and tracks around compartment 11 have a large proportion of broad leaved
tree species and had good numbers of pipistrelles and also serotines recorded.
RECOMMENDATIONS
1. All recommendations in the initial report are supported and endorsed.
2. The northern section of compartment 4 should be treated differently from the
rest of compartment 4. It should be allocated a new number and managed to
develop semi natural woodland. To create a continuous block of broad leaved
woodland. Change here should retain a dominance of woodland cover.
Development of broad-leaved woodland should be encouraged by small area
of felling to clearings that are allowed to develop into native woodland by
natural coloni sati on. A small amount of planting of oak, beech, and other long
lived native hardwoods could be undertaken in these clearings to speed up the
establishment of trees that will develop hollows and splits suitable for future
roost sites.

3. Holly and other understorey species should be encouraged in all areas that
are intended to develop into woodland. A thick understorey greatly increases
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the area of insect producing foliage, adding diversity to the woodland. It also
creates sheltered conditions extending the bat feeding season into the colder
autumnal/early winter period.
4. The woodland area of section 11 and in particular the perimeter tree belts
must be retained as this not only provides foraging areas for serotines and
pipistrelles but also forms a commuting route linking the commons to a likely
seroti ne roost to the north
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